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A Century and a Half Building a Modern Economy

Challenges and Opportunities



Headlines



Why Are These People Smiling?

Steinberg

Cogdill BassHollingsworth Blakeslee

HuffmanFullerSimitian Caballero

Schwarzenegger



Pardee ReservoirPardee ReservoirPardee ReservoirShasta DamShasta Dam

FDRFDR

1928 - Inaugural MWD Board Meeting
Huntington HotelGovernor Pat BrownGovernor Pat BrownGovernor Pat Brown Harvey O. BanksHarvey O. BanksHarvey O. Banks

Evolution of California Water Supply System
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MANAGING WATER IS MANAGING CHANGE

Legal Decisions

Endangered SpeciesWild & Scenic Rivers Acts1957 Plan

CVPIA

Clean Water Act



Modern Values, Modern Solutions
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Pardee Dam 
dedication

Pardee Dam 
dedication

2020thth century solutions century solutions 
focused on resource focused on resource 
extraction for utilitarian extraction for utilitarian 
purposes.purposes.

2121stst century solutions must century solutions must 
invest in sustainability for invest in sustainability for 
the environment and the environment and 
economyeconomy
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Era of Conflict
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Where California Water Policy is Being Made Today



ESA Restrictions on 
SWP/CVP Operations
ESA Restrictions on 
SWP/CVP Operations
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The Real Economic Consequences



The Real Economic Consequences



Call for Action on Water Now!



Turning the Corner?

Delta Vision Blue Ribbon 
Task Force

Bay-Delta Conservation Plan

Public 
Policy 
Institute of 
California
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A Comprehensive State Policy for California’s Water Future

Co-equal Goals

Finance

Delta Policy
• Governance
• Conveyance
• BDCP

Statewide Policy
• Storage
• Conservation
• Groundwater monitoring
• Water Rights



A Comprehensive State Policy for California’s Water Future

“Co-equal goals 
means the two goals 
of providing a more 
reliable water supply 

for California and 
protecting, restoring, 

and enhancing the 
Delta ecosystem.” —
SB 1 (Steinberg), Section 

85054



Delta Governance

Delta Vision Blue Ribbon 
Task Force

Delta Stewardship Council

• 7 members, statewide view

• Adopts Delta Plan to 
implement co-equal goals

• Incorporates BDCP

Delta Protection Commission

• 15 members, 11 Delta majority

• Land-use authority

• Resource management plan

• Delta economic sustainability 
plan

Delta Conservancy

• 11 members, including 5 
Delta counties

• Primary agency to implement 
ecosystem restoration

California Water Commission

• Existing body, 9 members

• Oversees competitive process 
to award $3 billion to storage 
projects



California’s 1st Comprehensive Policy

•• Local resource developmentLocal resource development

•• New conveyance and storage New conveyance and storage 
infrastructureinfrastructure

•• Delta habitat and watershed Delta habitat and watershed 
investmentsinvestments



Finance: “Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply 
Act of 2010.” – $11.14 Billion

Cogdill

Caballero



Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water Supply Act of 2010

Total Funding $11.14 billion

Drought Relief
$455 million

Delta Sustainability
$2.25 billion

Water Supply 
Reliability
$1.4 billion

Statewide Water System 
Operational Improvement

$3.0 billion

Conservation and 
Watershed Protection
$1.785 billion

Water Recycling and 
Water Conservation

$1.25 billion

Groundwater Protection
And Water Quality

$1 billion



Major Expenditure Categories for the Water Bond

•• $4 billion: Local Resource $4 billion: Local Resource 
developmentdevelopment

•• $4 billion: habitat and $4 billion: habitat and 
watershedswatersheds

•• $3 billion for storage for co$3 billion for storage for co--equal equal 
goals and other public benefitsgoals and other public benefits

$11 = 4 + 4 + 3



The Comprehensive Package
Price Tag = $40 billion

Public Expense

Local Resources

Storage for Water Supply Delta Conveyance



We Inherited a Legacy
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What will be our legacy to the next generation?
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