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Colorado River Basin



Colorado River Basin Storage
(as of April 18, 2010)

Current Storage Percent 
Full MAF Elevation 

(Feet)

Lake Powell 56% 13.63 3,619

Lake Mead 44% 11.42 1,099

Total System 
Storage* 55% 32.60 NA

*Total system storage was 31.88 maf or 54% this time last year



2010 Upper 
Colorado
Projected 

Apr–Jul Inflow
as of April 15, 2010

Flaming Gorge – 45%

Blue Mesa – 74%

Navajo – 81%

Lake Powell – 66%
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Lake Mead End of Month Elevation

Spillway Crest 1221 ft

Mar 2010
45% of Capacity

Sep 1999
95% of Capacity

Prior to 1999, Lake Mead was at level 1,100.66 feet in May 1965 during the filling of Lake Powell.

Mead reached a low of 1,088.31 feet in March 1965 during the filling of Lake Powell.

Prior to 1960, Lake Mead was at level 1,100.66 feet in May 1957 during the 1950s drought.

Mead hit its lowest level since it first filled of 1,083.49 feet in March 1956.



2007 Interim Guidelines
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Colorado River Water Supply & Demand



Colorado River Basin Water Supply and 
Demand Study

• Two-year, $2 million study cost 
shared by Reclamation and the 
Basin States

• A transparent, collaborative study 
with input from all stakeholders

• Email:
ColoradoRiverBasinStudy@usbr.gov
• Website:
http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/
programs/ crbstudy.html



Colorado River Water Supply & Demand
Natural Flow at Lees Ferry, AZ

1906 - 2008
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Methodology to Incorporate Climate Change 
Information into Water Supply Projections

Emissions
Scenarios

Climate
Simulations

Spatial
Downscaling

Hydrologic
Model

Planning
Model

3 
Scenarios

16 
GCMs

112 
Projections

112 
Traces
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